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Europe 2038 project’s aim is to get a clear glance on how youth are viewing the future of Europe in term of their visions, worries, solutions and measures for the major societal 

challenges. The content of this poster is focused on the results of the Romanian youth: qualitative and preliminary quantitative data. An initial qualitative study was conducted in 

Romania, Bihor county.  

 

Qualitative Pre-Study 

An initial qualitative study was conducted in Romania, Bihor county. The sample consisted in 6 young people (5 female, 1 male) from Oradea. The participants were                   

undergraduate psychology students (2 female and 1 male, third year) and graduate students in clinical and educational psychology (2 female, second year). In what regard their 

personal visions, the young people referred to career, job opportunities and starting their own families. Their fears were related to refugee crisis and the tensions between different 

states. In their perspective, Europe was associated mostly with positive aspects, like study and job opportunities, progress, etc., but there was a negative association coming from 

one of the respondents regarding instability. The future of Europe was associated by four of the young people with positive aspects (progress, evolution, civilization, etc.) and by 

other two of them with negative aspects (refugee crisis, financial, political and security difficulties). 

The project has received funding from the Europe for Citizens programme 2014-2020; Strand2: Democratic engagement and civic participation; Action 2.3: Civil society projects; call 
2015; project ID 564710.  
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Pan – European Survey 

Participants 

Between July and September, 66 young persons, aged between 16 and 25 years answered the online survey: 67% women and 33% men; 70% are studying (school/college); 30% are working. The small sample 

is due to the fact that school ended in the middle of June and we did not get the support from school psychologists. 

Priorities for Europe 2038 

Out of the 39 topics regarding the future of Europe, the 66 participants have chosen as priorities topics related to security, human/

children’s rights, health, environment, financial crisis and social welfare (see Figure 2). There is a significant difference between 

men and women in what concerns the Top 5 priorities: more women than men want to see changes until 2038 in regarding         

security (χ2 =6,400, p<.05; 70% vs. 30%), children’s rights (χ2 =6,400, p<.05; 70% vs. 30%), human rights (χ2 =7,410, p<.01; 70% 

vs. 30%), freedom (χ2 =5,769, p<.05; 70% vs. 30%), environment (χ2 =6,737, p<.01; 70% vs. 30%) and health care (χ2 =5,158, 

p<.05; 65% vs. 35%). There are no differences between youth with higher/lower levels of Frustration intolerance and Tolerance to 

ambiguity in what concerns priorities for Europe 2038.    

Results 

Statistical analysis was done with R Statistical Package 

Personal Priorities for 2038 

In what concerns the personal priorities of the participants, the hierarchy of the 19 topic is presented in Figure 1. In the Top 5, we found priorities    

related to job, safety, education, health and relationships. There is a significant difference between men and women in what concerns the Top 5     

priorities: more women than men want to be employed (χ2 =4,571, p<.05; 55% vs. 45%), to feel safe in their own country (χ2 =4,740, p<.05; 53% vs. 

47%), to be healthy (χ2 =4,571, p<.05; 53% vs. 47%), to have a good education (χ2 =6,000, p<.05; 53% vs. 47%) and to be happy (χ2 =4,245, 

p<.05; 52% vs. 48%). Participants with higher Frustration intolerance seem to need more to be employed (χ2 =7,143, p<.01), to feel safe in their own 

country (χ2 =6,000, p<.05), to be healthy (χ2 =8,963, p<.01), to have a good education (χ2 =7,407, p<.01) and to be happy (χ2 =8,321, p<.01). Also, 

youth with lower Tolerance of ambiguity  are more focused on  being employed (χ2 =10,286, p<.01), feeling safe in their own country (χ2 =8,963, 

p<.01), being healthy (χ2 =10,667, p<.01), having a good education (χ2 =8,963407, p<.01) and being happy (χ2 =11,793, p<.01). 
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Worries for Europe 2038 

Participants were asked to identify, out of a list of 31 topics, their worries regarding their own and the future of Europe. The Top 5 worries were     

related to security, injustice, corruption, health and environment (see Figure 3). Women seem to be more worried than men in what concerns    

terrorism (χ2 =4787, p<.05; 66% vs. 34%) and violence and crime (χ2 =7,363, p<.01; 71% vs. 29%). Youth with higher Frustration intolerance are 

more likely are more concerned with terrorism (χ2 =4,787; p<.05)  and corruption (χ2 =5,000; p<.05) than those with lower Frustration intolerance. 

Youth with lower Tolerance of ambiguity are more concerned with terrorism (χ2 =7,680; p<.01), injustice (χ2 =5,000; p<.05), corruption              

(χ2 =6,422; p<.05) and violence and crime (χ2 =4,454; p<.05)  than those with higher levels of Tolerance of ambiguity. 

40

40

39

39

38

38

38

37

37

36

36

36

35

34

34

33

33

33

31

31

31

31

30

30

30

29

29

29

28

27

27

26

26

22

22

22

20

19

15

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Security

Children's rights

Human rights

Freedom

Environment

Health Care

Energy

Education

Social Welfare

Financial crisis

Natural resources

Family policies

Data security

Mobility

Rural development

Economy

Nutrition

Inclusion of persons with special needs

Social cohesion

Technologies

Women's rights

Urban development

Immigration

Globalization

Retirement & pensions

Unemployment

Refugees

European army

Ageing

Eu Policy

Communication & Media

Religion

Increase the number of EU member states

Digitalization

Return power to national governments

Increase the power of the European  parliament

Decrease the number of EU member states

Art & Design

LGBTQIA's rights

Series1

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

47

45

45

44

43

43

43

40

39

39

39

38

37

37

37

37

36

35

34

34

33

33

33

31

31

30

30

26

25

24

24

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Terrorism

Injustice

Corruption

Violence and crime

War in Europe

Increase in disease epidemics

Environmental and natural disasters

Sexual violence

Countries going bankrupt

Restrictins and violence at the European boarders

Religious and/or ethnic conflicts

Unemployement

Price rises

Prejudice, discrimination and racism

Gap between the rich and the poor

Unexpected disease epidemics

Less solidarity in Europe

Climate change

Poverty

Collapse of the European Union

War outside Europe

Influxes of migrants and refugees

Dictatorship

Shortage of social services in Europe

State repression 

Rise of extreme left-wing parties

Militarization at the European borders

Rise of state surveillance

Nationalism in Europe

Civil unrest

Rise of extreme right-wing parties

Series1

ALBANIA 

AUSTRIA 

GERMANY 

ITALY 

UK 

ROMANIA 

SPAIN 


